CONSTITUTION

TECHNOLOGIST SECTION

SOUTHEASTERN CHAPTER

SOCIETY OF NUCLEAR MEDICINE

ARTICLE I. NAME


The name of this organization shall be the Technologist Section of the Southeastern Chapter of the Society of Nuclear Medicine, hereinafter referred to as the Chapter Section.

ARTICLE II. OBJECTIVES


The objectives of the Chapter Section shall be to promote communication and dissemination of knowledge; to promote continued education and research in the field of Nuclear Medicine Technology through meetings and other activities throughout the geographical area of and under the auspices of the Southeastern Chapter of the Society of Nuclear Medicine; and to promote the development and identification of Nuclear Medicine Technology as a profession.  The Chapter Section shall assist technologists in forming state organizations or local groups, whichever is more feasible for the area of concern.

ARTICLE III. STRUCTURE


The Chapter Section shall be a Section of the Southeastern Chapter of the Society of Nuclear Medicine, hereinafter referred to as the Chapter.  The Chapter Section shall have its own officers, dues, and Bylaws and shall function autonomously in matters of its primary concern.  By mutual agreement policies and guidelines governing the relationship of the Chapter and the Chapter Section will be written.  The guidelines shall include provisions for the termination of the relationship.  

The Chapter Section shall also be a regional chapter of the Technologist Section of the Society of Nuclear Medicine hereinafter referred to as the Society Section.

BYLAWS

TECHNOLOGIST SECTION

SOUTHEASTERN CHAPTER

SOCIETY OF NUCLEAR MEDICINE

(As Amended to October 2009)

ARTICLE I. STRUCTURE

Section 1.1 The Chapter Section shall be a Section of the Chapter.  It shall have its own officers, dues, and Bylaws and shall function autonomously in matters of its primary concern.  By mutual agreement policies and guidelines governing the relationship of the Chapter and the Chapter Section will be written.  The guidelines shall include provisions for the termination of the relationship.  The Chapter Section shall be a regional chapter of the Society Section.

Section 1.2 Matters of primary concern to the Chapter shall be governed by the Constitution and Bylaws of the Chapter.

Section 1.3 Matters concerning the Chapter, the Chapter Section, and the Society Section shall be governed by the appropriate Constitution and Bylaws as determined by the officers and Chapter Section Council.

ARTICLE II. MEMBERSHIP AND PRIVILEGES

Section 2.1 Membership Qualifications:
Regular membership in the Chapter Section will be open to any member of the Society, regardless of category, who can provide evidence of education and/or experience in nuclear medicine technology satisfactory to the Chapter Section Council.  

Section 2.2 Membership Categories:
A.  Regular members of the Chapter Section:
 Regular members pay dues, receive official publications of the Chapter Section, have the right to vote in all issues presented to the membership and may serve on the Chapter Section Council or as an officer of the Chapter Section. 

B.Affiliate Members:  Additionally the Chapter Section shall maintain three affiliate member categories:  Members-In-Training, Honorary Members, and Emeritus Members.


(1) Student Affiliates/Members in Training are persons enrolled in a training program and 

verified as students by the director of the program for that institution.  Student members of the 

Society Section will automatically become student members of the Chapter Section.  Members 

in this category will pay no dues above the Society Section dues, receive all publications of the 

Chapter Section and may hold appointive office only.

(2) Honorary Members shall be those persons who have made outstanding contribution to the activities and aims of the Chapter Section.  Honorary members shall be selected by a majority vote at an annual business meeting upon unanimous recommendation of the Chapter Section Council.  They shall pay no dues and have all the privileges and obligations of members except the right to vote or hold office. 

(3) Emeritus Members:  Any member of the Chapter Section at age 65 with ten years regular membership in the Chapter Section, Chapter or Society Section, Chapter of Society Section or any member who by reason of permanent disability or undue hardship has been rendered unable to continue regular membership may apply for Emeritus classification will be awarded by a majority vote of the Chapter Section Council.  Emeritus members have all the privileges of membership except the right to hold elective office and receive the publications.  Emeritus members pay no dues, assessments or meeting registration fees.

Section 2.3.  All candidates who are accepted for membership in the Society Section shall automatically be granted the appropriate membership in the Chapter Section upon notification of their approval by the Society Section.

Section 2.4.  All members of the Society Section who transfer into the geographical area of the Chapter Section are automatically eligible for a comparable membership category in the Chapter Section as held in the other chapter section.

ARTICLE III. OFFICERS

Section 3.1 Officers:  

The officers of the Chapter Section shall be a President, President-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer and National Council Delegate.  All officers shall be regular members of the Chapter Section.
Section 3.2.  Term of Office:  

A term of elective office is defined as the period between the installation of an officer at one annual business meeting of the Chapter Section and the installation of his/her successor at the next annual business meeting. The President-Elect shall be elected annually by the membership. The Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected biennially by the membership for a two year term on alternating years.  A Newsletter Editor shall be appointed annually by a majority vote of the Chapter Section Council.

Section 3.3.   Duties of Officers: 

A. President:  The President shall preside at all meetings of the Chapter Section, the Chapter Section Council, and Executive Committee and perform all duties consistent with the office.  He/She shall be an ex-officio member of all committees, except the Nominating Committee.  With Executive Committee consent he/she shall appoint auditors, tellers, and appoint Committee Chairpersons unless otherwise provided in the Bylaws.  With the consent of the majority of the Chapter Section Council, he/she may act in an emergency without a general meeting.  In compliance with the requirements of the Chapter Bylaws, the Chapter Section delegates that the President of the Chapter Section shall, during his/her term of office serve as Chairman of the Chapter’s Committee on Technologists’ Affairs.  

B. President-Elect:  The President-Elect shall familiarize himself/herself with all activities of the Chapter Section and shall make preparations necessary for his/her elevation to the office of President.  He/She further functions as the primary delegate of the President in selected matters of the Chapter Section.  In the temporary or permanent absence of the President, he/she shall assume the duties of President.  In compliance with the requirements of the Chapter’s Bylaws, the Chapter Section designates that the President-Elect shall be appointed a member of the Chapter’s Committee on Technologists’ Affairs and shall serve the length of term as specified by the Chapter’s Bylaws.  The President-Elect shall prepare a list of nominees of all appointed offices for consideration by the Chapter Section Council at the annual meeting at which he/she will assume office of President.

C. Secretary:  The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Business, Chapter Section Council, and Executive Committee Meetings, preserve the records, notify the membership of meetings, and send out all ballots for any question submitted to membership by mail.  The secretary may hold office up to but not exceeding four (4) successive years

D.Treasurer:  The Treasurer shall receive and dispense funds under the authorization and direction of the Chapter Section Council, and President; shall keep the books and accounts of the Chapter Section in conjunction with the Administrative Director of the Chapter; shall submit quarterly reports to the President; and shall submit a written report to the membership and the Chapter Section Council at the annual business meeting.  The Treasurer may hold office up to but not exceeding four (4) successive years.  At the end of his/her term of office, the Treasurer shall send all records to his/her successor within two weeks of the annual meeting.


E. National Council Delegate:  

(1)This person shall be appointed biennially by a majority vote of the Chapter Section in Council from the Council of Past Presidents for a two year term, subject to annual evaluation by the Chapter Section Council at its annual meeting.  The National Council Delegate may hold office up to but not exceeding four (4) successive years.

(2)  The National Council Delegate shall serve as a voting member of the Chapter Section Council; shall attend all Council meetings; shall submit biannual reports of his/her activities to the membership.



(3) In the event the National Council Delegate cannot attend a National Council meeting or fulfill other duties, the President of the Chapter Section or his/her appointed alternate will act as National Council Delegate.

F. Newsletter Editor:  The Newsletter Editor shall be a regular member of the Chapter Section in good standing.  This person shall be appointed by a majority vote of the Chapter Section Council and shall serve for an indefinite period, subject to annual evaluation and appointment by a majority vote of the Chapter Section Council at its annual meeting.  The Newsletter Editor shall serve as non-voting member of the Chapter Section Council.  He/she shall be responsible for obtaining news for the Newsletter, publishing the Newsletter.  The general content of the Newsletter shall be determined by the Editor in conformance with guidelines established by the Executive Committee.

G. Historian:  From time to time the Executive Committee may elect to appoint a Historian to prepare and/or update a narrative account of the Chapter Section’s activities during his/her term of office.  The Historian shall be a regular or emeritus member of the Chapter Section    The Historian shall submit a report to the Chapter Section Council and membership at the annual meeting of the Chapter Section.
Section 3.3 Vacancies:  

A. In the event that the President and the President-Elect were to resign or be unable to act, the Chapter Section Council shall make a temporary appointment in order to allow time for the vacancy of the President to be filled by a majority vote of ballots cast.  The election shall be by mail within one month of the resignations.

B. Should the office of President-Elect become vacant prior to the election of new officers, this office shall remain vacant until the next election, and a new President and President-Elect shall be elected by the membership.

C. In the event a vacancy should occur in any of the elected or appointed office or on the Committee for Technologists’ Affairs, the President shall make a temporary appointment to fill the vacancy until the next election.

ARTICLE IV. CHAPTER SECTION COUNCIL

Section 4.1 Charge:  

The Chapter Section Council shall have general charge of the business affairs of the Chapter Section and all the property and monies received in the operation of the Chapter Section, and make such rules and regulations as it shall be necessary for the management and well being of the Chapter Section.  Matters dealing with the routine operation of the Chapter Section and not specifically controlled by these Bylaws shall be the function of the Chapter Section Council.  Decisions of the Chapter Section Council shall be determined by affirmative vote of the majority of the voting members present, there being a quorum present.  Actions of the Chapter Section Council shall be reported to the membership by the President.

Section 4.2 Members of the Chapter Section Council:  


A. The officers of the Chapter Section


B. The Chapter Section’s most recent two (2) Past Presidents;


C. One Delegate representing each state (must be a regular member of the Chapter Section);
D. Chapter Section members serving as officers, committee chairpersons, or on standing committees of the Society Section;


E.  The Newsletter Editor, (non-voting);


F.  The Historian, (non-voting);


G. Chairpersons of standing committees of the Chapter Section. 

Section 4.3 Voting:  

A quorum shall consist of one-half of the voting membership of the Chapter Section Council.  A quorum must be present to take any action.  The presiding officer can vote as any other member when the vote is by ballot.  In all other cases, the presiding officer can (but is not obliged to) vote whenever his vote will affect the result.

Section 4.4.  Meeting frequency:  

The Chapter Section Council shall meet at least once a year before the annual business meeting.  This meeting will coincide with the annual meeting of the Chapter.  Interim meetings may be held at a time and a place decided by a majority of the Chapter Section Council.  Notification of meetings must be sent to each member of the Chapter Section Council thirty (30) days prior to the date of the proposed meeting.

ARTICLE V. COMMITTEES

Section 5.1 The standing committees shall be;

A. Executive Committee:  The Executive Committee shall consist of the President, President-Elect, Immediate Past-President, Secretary, Treasurer, National Council Delegate, and Newsletter Editor.  The functions are to facilitate the business of the Chapter Section, to administer the policies and directions of the Chapter Section, and to act as advisory body to the President.  The Executive Committee shall establish the guidelines for the Newsletter and shall assist the Finance Committee in creating the annual budget for approval by the Chapter Section Council. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of this committee.

B. Nominating Committee:  The chairperson of the Nominating Committee shall be the most recent past President.  The State Delegates shall serve on the Nominating Committee.  The committee shall satisfy itself that all candidates have the proper credentials and are willing to serve.  If the Chairperson of this committee should resign, then a new Chairperson shall be appointed by the Chapter Section Council.

C.  Program Committee.  The Chairperson of the Program Committee shall be appointed by the President of the Chapter Section.  This person shall also serve as a member of the Chapter’s Program Committee; this person shall plan the technologist program for the annual meeting in conjunction with the President of the Chapter Section.  When the President-Elect of the Chapter Section assumes office at the time of the annual business meeting, he will announce the Program Chairperson he has selected to serve during his term as President.  
D. Bylaws Committee:   The Chairperson of the Bylaws Committee shall be appointed by the President of the Chapter Section.  The function of the Committee will be to recommend to the Chapter Section Council any changes in the Bylaws which they deem necessary and to present to the Chapter Section Council any changes proposed by the membership as outlined in Article XII.

E. Finance Committee:  The Finance Committee is made of the treasurer and three members of the Section elected by the membership at large for a three year term.  The terms shall be staggered to elect a new Committee member each year.  The Committee member serving his third year shall serve as chair.   The Charges of the Committee are 1) Make recommendations to the Chapter Section Council on fiscal policies and expenditures.  2) Create an annual budget.  3) Present the annual budget to the Chapter Section Council for approval.  
Section 5.2.  Other Committees:  

The President may appoint ad hoc and special study committees for such purpose as deemed necessary.

Section 5.3.  Meeting Frequency:  

All Committees will meet at least once a year with one meeting occurring during the annual meeting of the Chapter and prior to the annual business meeting of the Chapter Section.  

Section 5.4.  Committee Appointments:  

A. Chair:  The President of the Chapter Section shall appoint the Chairpersons of all committees unless otherwise provided for in the Bylaws or policy and procedure manual.

B. Members:  The Chairpersons shall appoint committee members in accordance with the President’s wishes for all committees unless otherwise provided for in the Bylaws or policy and procedure manual.

Section 5.5 Reporting Responsibilities:  
All Committee Chairpersons, except the Nominating Committee, must report to the President and the members of the committee forty-five (45) days following the annual meeting.

Section 5.6. Length of Appointment:  

Chairpersons or committee members shall not be limited as to the number of terms of office, unless provided for in the Bylaws or policy and procedure manual.
ARTICLE VI. MEETINGS


Section 6.1.  Meeting Frequency:  

A. The Chapter Section shall hold business and scientific sessions annually.  These shall be held in conjunction with the annual Chapter meetings.

B. Additional business meetings may be called by the President provided that notification is mailed to all members at least sixty (60) days prior to such meetings.

Section 6.2.  Quorum:  

A quorum at business meetings of the Chapter Section shall consist of the voting membership present, the President or his designee and one additional member of the Chapter Section Council.

Section 6.3. New Business:  

At the business meetings of the Chapter Section, any member of the Chapter Section shall have the right to bring up from the floor any topic of concern under “New Business.”  New business presented shall then be referred to the Chapter Section Council and/or Executive Committee for action.  That action shall then be reported at the next business meeting of the Chapter Section.

ARTICLE VII. DUES

Section 7.1.  Establishment of Dues:  

Dues shall be established annually by a three-fourths (3/4) majority vote of the Chapter Section Council and approved by a simple majority vote of the voting membership at the business meeting of the Chapter Section.

Section 7.2.  Payment of Dues:  

Membership dues are collected through the SNM.  The due date and delinquency date are determined by the SNM.  All the privileges of membership including voting, the holding of office and committee appointments, and receiving reports of the transactions of the Chapter Section shall be suspended during the period of delinquency.  All privileges will be reinstated upon payment of the delinquent dues within the calendar year.  After expiration of the Calendar year, the member shall be dropped from the rolls and will be reinstated only though reapplication for membership.

ARTICLE VIII. ELECTIONS

Section 8.1. Election Frequency:  

Elections shall be held annually. 
Section 8.2.  Nominations:  

Members of the Nominating Committee shall submit in writing to the Chairperson of the Nominating Committee names for nomination to each elective office, forty-five (45) days prior to the mid-year Chapter Council meeting.  Current curriculum vitae will be furnished for each nominee.  The Chairperson of the Nominating Committee shall verify the credentials of each nominee and determine that the nominee will serve if elected.  The Chairperson shall prepare the slate of candidates from the qualified nominees.

Section 8.3.  Elections:  

Ballots shall be prepared and forwarded to the membership sixty-five (65) days prior to the annual meeting by the secretary. For each office, the nominee who received the largest number of votes shall be elected to office. In case of a tie vote, the members of the Chapter Section Council present at the annual meeting shall, as a group, cast one tie-breaking vote.

Section 8.4 Installation of Officers:  

Any new officers shall be installed at the annual business meeting and shall serve from that time until the installation of their successors at the next annual business meeting.

Section 8.5. National Nominations:

A. Each State Delegate shall submit to the National Council Delegate nominees for national office at least thirty (30) days prior to the annual meeting.  A complete curriculum vitae on each nominee will be provided as well as a statement from each nominee as willingness to serve if elected, the office for which they wish to be considered and a campaign statement.  

B. The Chapter Section Council shall review all nominees and satisfy itself that all nominees have the proper credentials and will recommend qualified nominees to the Nominating Committee of the Society Section.
ARTICLE IX. STATE TECHNOLOGISTS ORGANIZATIONS

Section 9.1.  To be duly recognized by the Chapter Section as a state technologist organization, the following requirements must be met:

A. The objectives and membership criteria must be in accordance with those of the Chapter Section;

B.  Elect a President, President-elect (Vice President), Secretary, and Treasurer;

C.  Maintain a current copy of their Bylaws and roster of officers with the President of the Chapter Section; 


D.  Hold at least one annual meeting in their immediate locale;

E.  Submit reports of meetings to the Secretary of the Chapter Section within thirty (30) days following each meeting;


F.  Appoint a State Delegate and Alternate Delegate to the Chapter Section Council.

Section 9.2.  If the State Delegate and/or Alternate Delegate resigns or is unable to fulfill his/her responsibilities the vacancy shall be filled by the state organization concerned in accordance with its Bylaws within (30) days.  The President of the Chapter Section is to be notified immediately of the change of the Delegate.

Section 9.3.  The duties of the state Delegate shall include but not be limited to the following:


A. Assist the Membership Committee with a membership drive in their state;


B. Provide their organization’s or state’s report to the Chapter Section Council;


C.  Provide a potential members list to the Membership Committee.

Section 9.4.  


A. Failure of a state technologist's organization to meet any of the criteria outlined in Section 9.1. after written notification of such by the President of the Chapter Section, will result in loss of voting privileges of their Delegate to the Chapter Section Council.

B. After a second written notice from the President of the Chapter Section, the state technologists organization will lose its representation on the Chapter Section Council will be reinstated when criteria are met.

Section 9.5.  If a state is not organized under the rules of this Article, the President of the Chapter Section, with the consent of the Chapter Section Council, shall appoint a representative from that state to the Chapter Section Council.

ARTICLE X. DISCIPLINE

Section 10.1.  The Chapter Section Council, upon ¾ majority vote shall have the authority of expulsion or suspension of any member who has acted contrary to the established principles of the Southeastern Chapter of the Society of Nuclear Medicine.

ARTICLE XI. PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Section 11.1. All questions of parliamentary procedure shall be determined at all meetings by the newest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, except those procedures governed by provisions of these Articles.

Section 11.2.  From time to time the Chapter Section Council may adopt standing rules governing the operation of the Chapter Section.

ARTICLE XII. AMENDMENTS

Section  12.1.  All members may propose changes in the Chapter Section Bylaws by submitting such proposals in writing to any officer or the Bylaws Committee.  All proposed changes shall be forwarded to the Chairperson of the Bylaws Committee.

Section 12.2.  The proposed amendments shall be submitted to the Chapter Section Council and upon their endorsement be sent to the Council of the Chapter for their information.

Section 12.3.  All proposed Bylaws changes shall be submitted to the entire membership by mail at least thirty (30) days before the business meeting.  A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the regular members present at the business meeting shall cause the proposed changes to become amendments.

ARTICLE XIII. TERMINATION OF THE CHAPTER SECTION

Section 13.1. In the event the Chapter Section shall ever cease to exist, it is herby resolved that all properties, monies, minutes, and records shall become the property of the Chapter.

Section 13.2.  The Chapter Section reserves the right to separate as a body from the Chapter by a three-fourths (3/4) majority vote of the regular members of the Chapter Section.  General membership of the SECTS is to be notified 60 days prior to vote.
ARTICLE XIV RESTRICTIONS

Section 14.1.  The Chapter Section may not obligate the Chapter of the SNM, in any way, or represent them on matters of scientific or political interest without due authorization of the Chapter Council.
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